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(57) ABSTRACT

A solenoid valve includes a housing within which is arranged
a coil wound onto a coil former, an armature, a core, and a
multiple-part return path arrangement, which together form
an electromagnetic circuit. The armature is configured to be
movable and to act at least indirectly on a valve closure
element mounted in the coil former via a bearing. The mul-
tiple-part return-path arrangement comprises at least one
return-path cover section, a return-path side section and a
return-path inner section. The return-path inner section is
arranged in the coil former.

11 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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1
SOLENOID VALVE

CROSS REFERENCE TO PRIOR APPLICATIONS

This application is a U.S. National Phase application under
35 US.C. §371 of International Application No. PCT/
EP2011/070122, filed on Nov. 15, 2011 and which claims
benefit to German Patent Application No. 10 2010 055 025.6,
filed on Dec. 17, 2010. The International Application was
published in German on Jun. 21, 2012 as WO 2012/079890
Al under PCT Article 21(2).

FIELD

The present invention relates to a solenoid valve having a
housing, in which a coil which is wound onto a coil former, an
armature, a core and a multiple-part return-path arrangement
with return-path cover sections, return-path side sections and
return-path inner sections are arranged, which form an elec-
tromagnetic circuit, wherein the movable armature is
mounted in the coil former via bearing means and acts at least
indirectly on a valve closure element, wherein at least the
return-path inner sections are arranged in the coil former.

BACKGROUND

Solenoid valves are used in various fields of application in
internal combustion machines. Solenoid valves are used both
in pneumatic and in hydraulic circuits in vehicles, such as in
brake equipment, brake systems or injection systems. They
can moreover be used to control the pressure of pneumatic
actuators or as divert-air valves in, for example, turbocharg-
ers. Depending on the field of application, these solenoid
valves are configured either as open/close valves or as pro-
portional control valves.

Such a solenoid valve, configured as a pressure control
valve, is described in DE 10 2006 046 825 A1. This publica-
tion describes a particularly simple embodiment of a return-
path arrangement that supposedly avoids great magnetic
force dispersion. The structure of the return-path arrange-
ment, which is of great importance in adjusting the magnetic
force, is, however, still very assembly-intensive, since the
return-path arrangement composed of several components
can be finished only during the final assembly of the solenoid
valve. The coaxial offset of the armature in the magnetic
circuit is further a great problem since radial forces caused
have a negative influence on the desired axial forces.

SUMMARY

An aspect of the present invention is to provide a solenoid
valve that avoids the above disadvantages.

In an embodiment, the present invention provides a sole-
noid valve which includes a housing within which is arranged
a coil wound onto a coil former, an armature, a core, and a
multiple-part return path arrangement, which together form
an electromagnetic circuit. The armature is configured to be
movable and to act at least indirectly on a valve closure
element mounted in the coil former via a bearing. The mul-
tiple-part return-path arrangement comprises at least one
return-path cover section, a return-path side section and a
return-path inner section. The return-path inner section is
arranged in the coil former.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention is described in greater detail below
on the basis of embodiments and of the drawings in which:
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FIG. 1 shows an embodiment of the solenoid valve of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

An embodiment of the present invention includes a sole-
noid valve in which at least the return-path inner sections are
arranged in the coil former. In an advantageous embodiment,
the return-path inner sections are of a single-part design,
where it is also advantageous to form the return-path inner
section and parts of the return-path cover sections integrally.
It is further advantageous under aspects of assembly to also
form the return-path side sections integrally.

In an embodiment of the present invention, in order to
provide a high degree of coaxiality, the bearing means are
formed by the coil former. For this purpose, the coil former
may have a sliding layer in the bearing region.

In an embodiment of the present invention, it is possible to
augment the degree of pre-assembly by providing an inter-
ference suppression resistance in the coil former.

In an embodiment of the present invention, the coil former
is manufactured in a plastic injection molding process. The
coil former may be formed from a dimensionally and tem-
perature stable material, such as Grivory® HT2V or
Grivory® XE388.

A solenoid valve 1 illustrated in FIG. 1 comprises a hous-
ing 2 in which are arranged a core 3, an armature 4, a coil
former 5 with a coil 6 wound thereon, and a return-path
arrangement 7. In an embodiment of the present invention,
the armature 4 is connected with a valve closure element
which is configured such that the solenoid valve 1 can be used
as an oil pressure control valve.

Such a solenoid valve operates as follows: In the de-ener-
gized state, a gap 8 exists between the armature 4 and the core
3, in which a magnetic field is generated when the coil 6 is
energized, whereby an axial movement of the armature 4 is
caused. The valve element connected with the armature 4 is
also correspondingly moved. The coaxial arrangement of the
armature is important for an optimal functioning of the sole-
noid valve.

In an embodiment of the present invention, a return-path
inner section 9 is formed integrally with the return-path cover
section 12 averted from the core 3, and is arranged in a
manner integrated in the coil former 5. In an embodiment, the
return-path inner and cover sections 9, 12 have been included
when the coil former 5 was manufactured in an injection
molding process. An interference suppression resistance 13 is
already provided in the coil former 5. Essential components
can be provided in the coil former 5 during pre-assembly in
this manner. During the manufacture of a standard coil com-
ponent, it is thus only necessary to select the coil 6 chosen for
the valve function and to mount it on the coil former 5. After
the second return-path cover section 11 has been placed and
the return-path side section 17 has been engaged in a pressed
connection with the return-path cover sections 11, 12 such
that an electromagnetic circuit can be formed, and the con-
tacting with an electric plug 19 has been made, the solenoid
valve 1 is finished by being overmolded with the outer hous-
ing 2. In doing so, a contour is provided between the outer
housing 2 and the coil former 5, which provides a kind of
labyrinth-like seal 10 in order to increase the effect of sealing
from the atmosphere.

In an embodiment of the present invention, the solenoid
valve is then finished by arranging the core 3, the armature 4
and the associated components, such as a spring 14 that, in the
present case maintains the armature 4 under a bias, as well as
astop pin 15 adjustably provided in the core 3. It is here useful
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for positioning if a portion of the core 3 opposite the armature
4 has a larger diameter than a portion of the coil former 5
opposite the valve closure element 16.

In an embodiment of the present invention, bearing means
20 for the armature 4 are formed by the coil former 5, the
bearing region 21 substantially coinciding with the region in
which the return-path inner section 9 is provided. This
embodiment becomes possible due to the fact that a first part
4a of the armature, facing towards the core, has a diameter
that is larger than the inner diameter of a portion 21 of the coil
former 5. Besides the assembly advantage, this is advanta-
geous in that the bearing region 21 of the coil former 5 is
positively reinforced by the inclusion of the return-path inner
section 9. By applying a sliding layer hi the bearing region 21,
it is provided that the armature slides in the coil former with
as little resistance as possible. The coaxial guiding of the
armature 4 in the solenoid valve is provided by the double
function of the coil former 5 which, on the one hand, receives
the core 3 and, onthe other hand, acts as bearing means for the
armature 4. It is also possible to provide a bearing bushing in
the region 21.

It has proven to be advantageous to form the coil former 5
from a dimensionally and temperature stable material such as,
for example, Grivory® HT2V 3HLV, Grivory® XE388, PPA
or PA 4.6.

The present invention is not limited to embodiments
described herein; reference should be had to the appended
claims.

What is claimed is:
1. A solenoid valve comprising:
a housing within which is arranged:
a coil wound onto a coil former;
an armature configured to be movable and to act at least
indirectly on a valve closure element is mounted in the
coil former via a bearing;
a core; and
a multiple-part return-path arrangement comprising at
least one return-path cover section, a return-path side
section and a return-path inner section,
wherein, the coil, the armature, the core, and the mul-
tiple-part return path arrangement together form an
electromagnetic circuit, and
the return-path inner section is arranged entirely inside
the substance of the coil former and is integrated
inside the coil former.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

4

2. The solenoid valve as recited in claim 1, wherein the
return-path inner section is formed integrally.

3. The solenoid valve as recited in claim 1, wherein the
return-path inner section and at least a portion of the at least
one return-path cover section are formed integrally.

4. The solenoid valve as recited in claim 1, wherein the
return-path side section is formed integrally.

5. The solenoid valve as recited in claim 1, wherein the coil
former comprises a bearing region, the bearing being formed
by the bearing region.

6. The solenoid valve as recited in claim 5, wherein the coil
former further comprises a sliding layer in the bearing region.

7. The solenoid valve as recited in claim 1, further com-
prising an interference suppression resistance arranged in the
coil former.

8. The solenoid valve as recited in claim 1, wherein the coil
former is formed using an injection molding process.

9. The solenoid valve as recited in claim 1, wherein the coil
former includes a dimensionally and temperature stable
material.

10. The solenoid valve as recited in claim 9, wherein the
dimensionally and temperature stable material comprises a
glass fiber reinforced (30%), polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE)
modified engineering thermoplastic based on semi-crystal-
line partially aromatic copolyamid.

11. A solenoid valve comprising:

a housing within which is arranged:

a coil wound onto a coil former;

an armature configured to be movable and to act at least
indirectly on a valve closure element is mounted in the
coil former via a bearing;

a core; and

a multiple-part return-path arrangement comprising at
least one return-path cover section, a return-path side
section and a return-path inner section,

wherein,

the coil, the armature, the core, and the multiple-part
return path arrangement together form an electromag-
netic circuit,

the return-path cover section and the return-path inner
section are not connected to each other, and

the return-path inner section is arranged entirely inside
the substance of the coil former and is integrated
inside the coil former.
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